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New Westmins ter  Schoo ls  recognizes  and  
acknowledges  the  Qayqayt F i rs t  Nat ion,  as  we l l  as  a l l  
Coast  Sa l i sh  peop les ,  on  whose trad i t iona l  and  
unceded terr i tor ies  we l ive ,  we learn,  we p lay and we 
do  our  work .

– NEW WESTMINSTER SCHOOLS  TERRITORIAL  
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Rhonda Larabee is the chief of the New 

Westminster band, which now has about 50 

members. They hope to get back some of their 

ancestral lands which were taken almost 100 
years ago.

https://7squaremiles.wordpress.com/20
11/02/12/we-are-the-qayqayt/

Esquimalt Nation, Songhees Nation, Scia’new 
Nation, T’Sou-ke Nation, and Nuu-chah-nulth 
Pacheedaht Nation

I acknowledge the land, the ancestors, the children, youth, 
adults, Elders and Knowledge Keepers of the Coast Salish 
nations. I understand that the colonial model of education, 
specifically math education is only one way of learning and can 
be contradictory to the extent of being oppressive to Indigenous 
peoples, values and ways of learning and being. I’m grateful for 
the challenges presented to us by Indigenous nations that there 
are other ways of being, living and learning. As an educator, I 
listen to Indigenous scholars to learn how to recognize and 
deconstruct systems and practices that hinder Indigenous 
learning. 

https://7squaremiles.wordpress.com/2011/02/12/we-are-the-qayqayt/
https://7squaremiles.wordpress.com/2011/02/12/we-are-the-qayqayt/
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5 Personal Influences on Assessment 
Practices

1. Retention. Learning for the long term. Exam based 

education, 2000-2016 (GCSE, A-level, IB diploma)

2. Demonstrated competence-outdoor ed

3. Sophistication and problem solving come with 

experience & t ime. Log Book-outdoor ed

4. Kids are curious and creat ive. Sir Ken Robinson & 

Homeschool ing our kids.

5. Indigenous Writers: Jo Chrona, Carolyn Roberts 

a longside other researcher

https://www.ted.com/talks/sir_ken_robinson_do_schools_kill_creativity


Carolyn Roberts in 
Restorying Education

“…time is a foundational piece of the colonial 
education system. The clock guides and rules 
educational spaces… Students are under the 
continuous pressure of the clock with report 
cards that set them up for learning on a timeline. 
The linear concept of time often limits the abil ity 
for knowledge, learning, and growth to unfold in 
the space that is needed for deep 
understanding.”

“In many Indigenous communities, time is felt 
differently. Things take the time they take. 
…When you start the learning process, it ends 
once you have learned the task you are learning. 
This is different for each person, because we all 
have different strengths and abil it ies. Looking at 
time through a decolonial /wholistic lens reveals 
that education is a f lexible and organic journey 
of understanding and learning.”



SBG DEFINITION

“The basic principle at 
work [in standards based 
grading] is that words 
open up communication, 
whereas numbers close 
it down – prematurely at 
that.”
(Ken O’Connor)



Defining Characteristics of 
standards based grading…

1. The teacher identif ies and reports on learning standards

2. Student achievement is communicated using a l imited 

number of performance categories (eg Emerging, 

Developing, Prof icient, Extending)

3. Academic grades are reported separately from 

information related to noncognitive factors such as 

behaviour, effort, homework completion, class 

participation.



Other characteristics:

1. Students are allowed multiple opportunities to 

demonstrate proficiency on class assessments

2. Ranking students is eliminated



BC MINISTRY 
REPORTING POLICY 
2023

“Learning demonstrated 
close to the 
communication of 
student learning will be 
the most reflective of 
student proficiency.”









WHAT THE RESEARCH 
SAYS: SELECTED PAPERS…
(papers selected snowball fashion from Ariel U’Chong 

Muirhead’s bibliography)



-Semi-structured interviews with four Victoria high school teachers using SBG.

-technology is used for recording and communicating student progress

-all four participants see reaching Proficient as the goal for all students

-The math teacher: “found it challenging to create opportunities for students to 
show Extending understanding on a timed, paper and pencil assessment, such 
as a test. Where he saw Extending learning was on open-ended, creative 
projects.

“…it became very clear that teacher reflection was an essential part of developing not 
only a functional, authentic assessment model, but also a well-contemplated 
assessment philosophy.”



“By looking at the classroom assessment practices of four high school teachers in 
Victoria it is clear that there are many ways to implement the new assessment 
framework, meaning that each teacher in the province will be able to find or create a 
classroom assessment model that fits their unique teaching style, students and 
contextual needs.”

“…any form of classroom assessment that reflects the values of the new reporting 
order is going to involve the professional judgement of the classroom teachers who 
developed it.”





Proficiency Scale Diagram #1 (BC Ministry)



Proficiency Scale Diagram #2 (BC ministry)



Proficiency Scale Diagram # (my version)

https://www.geogebra.org/m/asyc2h8x


Assessment of a unit:

I determine 5 content specific standards and 3 
curricular competencies.

We do the teaching and learning thing.
Learning includes a review.

We complete a project.
We complete a self reflection.
We sit a test that is constructed with the 
standards being assessed as sections.

During the test:
Proficient reflects an ability to complete the tasks 
independently.
Developing means the student has knowledge but 
needs some help. A student who knows that they 
aren’t yet proficient is welcome to use their notes. 



Evidence is drawn from the test, the project, the 
classwork. 

Half of grades are E, D, P. 

The other half are E, D, P, X.

Grades remain open because:
Each section of the test has a follow up plan;
The project and classwork are returned with written 
comments.



Conversion to a percentage: other methods



Trigonometry: 8 Learning standards

1 .  T h e o r y ,  h i s t o r y  &  s t o r y  o f  t r i g o n o m e t r y .  C o n c e p t  o f  s i n e  a s  a  h a l f  c h o r d  m e a s u r e d  n o w a d a y s  o n  a  c i r c l e  

w i t h  r a d i u s  o n e .  ( E ,  D ,  P )

2 .  C o m p u t a t i o n  o f  o n e  v a l u e  o n  a  r i g h t - a n g l e d  t r i a n g l e  w h e n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a r e  g i v e n .  ( E ,  D ,  P )

3 . C o m p u t a t i o n  o f  o n e  v a l u e  o n  a  r i g h t - a n g l e d  t r i a n g l e  w h e n  m e t h o d  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  s t u d e n t .  ( E ,  D ,  P )

4 .  C o m p u t a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  v a l u e s  o n  a  r i g h t - a n g l e d  t r i a n g l e .  ( E ,  D ,  P )

5 .  V a r i o u s  m u l t i s t e p  p r o b l e m s .  ( E ,  D ,  P ,  X )

6 .  P r o j e c t :  A n y  c u r r i c u l a r  s t a n d a r d  u n d e r  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  p a r a g r a p h .  ( E ,  D ,  P ,  X )

( o r  a n y  o t h e r  c u r r i c u l a r  l e a r n i n g  s t a n d a r d  t h a t  i s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  s t u d e n t ’ s  p r o j e c t )

7 .  P r o j e c t :  A n y  c u r r i c u l a r  s t a n d a r d  u n d e r  t h e  r e a s o n i n g  p a r a g r a p h .  ( E ,  D ,  P ,  X )

8 .  C l a s s w o r k :  S o l v i n g  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  ‘ p e r s i s t e n c e  a n d  a  p o s i t i v e  d i s p o s i t i o n ’ .  C l a s s w o r k  i s  a  w a y  f o r  s t u d e n t s  

t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  l e a r n i n g .  M y  g o a l  i s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  s e l f  a s s e s s  t h e i r  c l a s s w o r k .  I  c a n  u s u a l l y  

a s s e s s  s t u d e n t s  a t  l e a s t  ‘ D ’  o n  c l a s s w o r k  f r o m  i n - c l a s s  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  ( E ,  D ,  P ,  X



My mechanism of recording and communication 
includes:

A spreadsheet made from this spreadsheet template 
for each class. 

A google doc made from this doc template for each 
student linked to their portion of the spreadsheet. 
When grades are updated, click ‘update’ on the table 
on the student doc. I do this once per unit, not after 
every grade update.

I use the Google classroom to post a ‘follow up from 
the test’ plan. 

Old grades are replaced by new grades when the 
student
• Follows up on the test
• Responds to feedback on their project or 

classwork.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14AZ04sH1s4GqoPEy--QWHyNcIkScV6AtbFzBflWDDQ4/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bvnu0vWpmWCLDbvudphjJ2TnuDjZLUZcSBrbx_pNt_0/edit?usp=drive_link
https://tentotwelvemath.com/bcamt/#followup


Time to explore the 
spreadsheet/google 

doc system
or 

share your methods



Reading

G uskey ,  T  &&  Ba i l e y ,  J . ( 2 0 1 0 )  Deve l o p i n g  S t a nd a r d s  Ba s ed  Rep o r t  C a r d s .  Co r w i n  P r e s s .

G u s key ,  T .  R . ,  T o wns l e y ,  M . ,  &  Bu c km i l l e r ,  T .  M .  ( 2 0 2 0 ) .  T he  i m p a c t  o f  s t a nd a r d s - ba sed  l e a r n i n g :  T r a c k i n g  h i g h  s c ho o l  s t ud en t s ’  

t r a n s i t i o n  t o  t h e  un i v e r s i t y .  N A S S P  Bu l l e t i n ,  1 0 4 ( 4 ) ,  2 5 7 – 2 69 .  h t t p s : / / do i . o r g /1 0 . 11 77 /01 92 636 520 97 586 2  

I a m a r i n o ,  D .  L .  ( 2 0 1 4 ) .  T he  b ene f i t s  o f  s t a nd a r d s - b a s ed  g r a d i ng :  A  c r i t i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  m o d e r n  g r a d i ng  p r a c t i c e s .  Cu r r e n t  I s s u e s  

i n  Edu c a t i o n ,  1 7 ( 2 ) ,  1 - 1 0 .  h t t p s : / / c i e . a s u . e d u /o j s / i n d e x . php / c i e a t a s u /a r t i c l e / v i ew /1 234  

L ee ,  E . ,  C a r b e r r y ,  A .  R . ,  D i e f e s - Dux ,  H .  A . ,  A two o d ,  S .  A . ,  &  S i n i a wsk i ,  M .  T .  ( 2 0 1 8 ) .  F a c u l t y  p e r c ep t i o n  b e f o r e ,  d u r i n g  a nd  a f t e r  

i m p l em en t a t i o n  o f  s t a nd a r d s -b a s ed  g r a d i ng .  A us t r a l a s i a n  J ou r na l  o f  E ng i n e e r i ng  Edu c a t i o n ,  2 3 ( 2 ) ,  5 3 – 6 1 .  

h t t p s : / / d o i . o r g /10 .1 080 /220 54 952 .2 018 .1 544 68 5

O 'Co nno r ,  K .  ( 2 0 0 9 ) .  H ow  t o  g r ade  f o r  l e a r n i ng ,  K - 1 2 ( 3 r d  e d . ) .  T ho u sa nd  Oa k s ,  CA :  Co r w i n  P r e s s .  

Ro b e r t s ,  C a r o l y n  ( 2 0 2 4 )  Re - S t o r y i ng  Edu c a t i o n ,  De c o l on i z i n g  You r  P r a c t i c e  U s i n g  a  C r i t i c a l  L e n s .  P a g e  T wo

U ’Cho ng  Mu i r h ea d  ( 2 0 2 4 )  H o w  H i gh  S c ho o l  T e a c he r s  i n  V i c t o r i a ,  BC  A r e  Im p l e m en t i ng  B r i t i s h  Co l um b ia ’ s  N e w  A s s e s sm e n t  

F r am e w o r k  i n  T he i r  C l a s s r o om s .  h t t p s : / / hd l . h and l e . ne t / 182 8 /16 28 7   

B C M E C C ,  ( 2 0 2 3  )   h t t p s : / /w w w 2 .gov .b c . c a / a s s e t s / go v / edu ca t i on / adm i n i s t r a t i on / k i n de r ga r t en - t o - g r ade - 12 / k - 1 2 - s t uden t - r epo r t i n g -

po l i c y - com mun i c a t i ng - s t uden t - l e a r n i ng - gu i d e l i n e s . pd f

https://doi.org/10.1177/0192636520975862
Iamarino,%20D.%20L.%20(2014).%20The%20benefits%20of%20standards-based%20grading:%20A%20critical%20evaluation%20of%20modern%20grading%20practices.%20Current%20Issues%20in%20Education,%2017(2),%201-10.%20https:/cie.asu.edu/ojs/index.php/cieatasu/article/view/1234
https://doi.org/10.1080/22054952.2018.1544685
https://hdl.handle.net/1828/16287
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/k-12-student-reporting-policy-communicating-student-learning-guidelines.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/k-12-student-reporting-policy-communicating-student-learning-guidelines.pdf


THANK YOU


	Slide 1: Proficiency Assessment BCAMT    New Westminster   2025  Lee Fisher
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Outline
	Slide 4: 5 Personal Influences on Assessment Practices
	Slide 5: Carolyn Roberts in Restorying Education
	Slide 6: SBG Definition
	Slide 7: Defining Characteristics of standards based grading…
	Slide 8: Other characteristics:
	Slide 9: BC Ministry Reporting Policy 2023
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: What the research says: Selected Papers…
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: Proficiency Scale Diagram #1 (BC Ministry)
	Slide 18: Proficiency Scale Diagram #2 (BC ministry)
	Slide 19: Proficiency Scale Diagram # (my version)
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23: Trigonometry: 8 Learning standards
	Slide 24
	Slide 25: Time to explore the spreadsheet/google doc system or  share your methods
	Slide 26: Reading
	Slide 27: THANK YOU

